GREAT    MURDER    TRIALS

life was further complicated by a fascination exerted over
him by another young woman who lived actually in Crow-
borough, one Elizabeth------. As his passion for Eliza-
beth grew, the fascination of Elsie died : Elsie appreciated
the position immediately, and wrote to her fiance : " Please
arrange about getting married as soon as possible. Things
will soon be noticeable to everybody/*

Elsie, it will be seen, was employing a ruse to force
her young man into marriage. Although she was now
a member of the " Alliance of Honour," that did not
prevent her from attempting the most cowardly and most
ancient of all deceits. She was telling Norman that she
was about to become a mother: in the most tragic cir-
cumstances this was proved to be false.

She knew all about Elizabeth, and wrote: " You say
you did not know last week what you know now, so am
I to take it that you have got this other girl into the same
condition as you have me ? Oh! Norman, you have
broken my heart. I expect you to marry me and finish
with the other girl and as soon as possible. My baby
must have a name, and another thing, I love you in spite
of all. Oh! you have deceived me; my heart is really
broken/'

Elsie Cameron was highly strung and nervous, liable
to hysteria and frequently ill from mental strain. And
it was to calm her that Norman Thorne eventually told
her he would marry her. On December 5, however,
she was not satisfied that he was making any preparations
to carry out his promise. She arrived at his hut and
told him she would stay there until the marriage had
taken place. Now Norman was in a difficulty. That
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